
 2016 Online Exam Review

AS Psychology Component 1 B290U10-1

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1773 1.7 0.5 2 83.4 99.4
1b 1776 2.4 0.9 4 60.3 99.6
2a 1735 1.8 0.5 2 88.4 97.3
2b 1666 2.2 1.6 6 37.2 93.4
3 1722 2.7 2 8 34.3 96.6
4 1760 2.5 1.2 5 50.5 98.7
5 1721 2.2 1.3 5 44 96.5
6 1730 4.9 2.1 10 49 97

7a 1716 4.2 1.8 8 52.6 96.2
7b 1673 4.5 2 10 44.7 93.8
8 1750 10.3 4.4 20 51.4 98.2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Effectiveness is a reason why it might be chosen so with the minimal link above this just gets into the 1-2 mark band. 
For these questions it is important for the student to apply what they know as the marks are AO2. In this case effectiveness is good but an explicit link back to the question rather than just a description and link back to why biologists consider these therapies appropriate would be needed to get the highest marks. The 10 AO2 marks on each paper will require the students to think about what they know and use it to address the question rather than just  provide a description of facts. 



Sticky Note

There is a minimal link back to the question.



Sticky Note

This question asks to link the therapy to the biological approach. The start of this answer is just describing when psychosurgery is used and what happens and therefore does not answer the question set. It also suggests that it is a dangerous therapy. 








Sticky Note

Clearly linked back to the question. The student explained why it links to the medical model and also neurotransmitters. This is a reasonable response and falls into the 3-4 mark bracket.








Sticky Note

This is not addressing the question as this would not explain why a biological therapist would choose drug therapy. If this was an evaluate drug therpay question then this would be appropriate.



Sticky Note

This would be more effective if it said that the therapist would choose it because it helps the therapist remove anxiety from the patient. This questions needs links between why a biological psychologist thinks that drug therapy is appropriate. 



Sticky Note

If this linked it back more credit would be gained e.g. another reason that the a biological psychologist would choose this therapy is because research has shown.....







Sticky Note

Again not adding to the question asked.



Sticky Note

Links to the point above about placebo.



Sticky Note

This is between superficial and some relevance, there are some points here that  would be more credible had they been linked back to the question and justified why the biological psychologist would have chosen drug therapy above other forms of treatment. An effective way to do this would be link back to the assumptions and why drug therapy fits in to that approach, although credit is given for other linked appropriate responses.












4. Explain why a psychologist following the biological approach would consider drug therapy OR
psychosurgery as a suitable therapy. 	 [5]
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Q.6 Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the psychodynamic approach. [10] 
 


Credit could be given for:  


 Therapeutic basis. 


 Focus on the individual.  


 Evidence for basic assumptions and consequently the ethical grounding of the 
approach if there are issues with the reliability and validity of the assumptions. 


 Methodologies used (e.g. reliance on self-reports). 


 Unscientific/falsifiability. 


 Usefulness (e.g. success of therapeutic applications). 


 Specific comparison with the other approaches.   


 Any other appropriate analysis.   
 
NB There is no definitive list of strengths and / or weaknesses as it is subjective and one 
issue can be presented as being both. 
 


Marks AO3 


9 – 10  A thorough analysis made of both the strengths and weaknesses with 
well-developed and balanced arguments. 


 Clearly linked to the psychodynamic approach. 


 Structure is logical throughout. 
 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


6 – 8  A reasonable analysis made of both strengths and weaknesses with 
well-developed and balanced arguments.. 


 Clearly linked to the psychodynamic approach. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


3 – 5  Basic analysis is made of both strengths and weaknesses 
 OR  
     Reasonable analysis of either strengths or weaknesses. 


 Comments may be generic with no link to psychodynamic psychology 
through use of examples. 


 A basic conclusion is reached. 
1 – 2  Strengths and /or weaknesses are identified only. 


 There are no examples to support. 


 No conclusion. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted 


 
  








Sticky Note

This is a description and example of a strength of the approach. To improve the effectiveness of this it could answer why taking accommodating both nature and nurture is beneficial. This question asks for analysis so a conclusion or mini conclusions based on the evidence presented is required to access higher mark boundaries. 



Sticky Note

Again this can be taken further: why is lack of replication an issue and what is the issue with subjectivity? As this is an analyse question what  are the benefits to being unscientific?



Sticky Note

Less reductionist than what?Comparisons are good but they need to give information  what they are being compared to. The example does not make it clear what other factors that Bowlby considered. 



Sticky Note

Relevant points but lacking depth. 
Overall this answer is in the 3-5 mark band as it has made basic analysis of both strengths and weaknesses. To raise the marks more analysis is needed and this could be achieved by adding a conclusion, explaining contra arguments and exactly why the points mentioned are strengths or weaknesses












Sticky Note

Effectiveness of this could be improved by contrasting with another approach that does not do this. 



Sticky Note

Basic point that could apply to any approach - it is better to link to psychodynamic with an example e.g. dream analysis etc and this was used to help Wolfman, Dora, Little Hans etc.







Sticky Note

Could be improved by explaining why this is unscientific. Reductionism and unethical are mentioned but points are not elaborated on or explained effectively. 
No conclusion included and lacking in analysis throughout. 
Basic analysis of strengths and weaknesses and therefore in 3-5 mark band. 












Sticky Note

Not clearly explained how the psychodynamic approach shows free-will. Usually would be classed as deterministic or softly deterministic if arguing something else which may fit - needs to be clearly outlined why it applies. 







Sticky Note

This is a basic analysis so is in the 3-5 mark band. 












Sticky Note

This may have benefitted from contrasting with a more reductionist approach.



Sticky Note

This could be improved by explaining why it is not suitable for everyone. 



Sticky Note

Answer a bit muddled - how do these relate to higher cognitive functions of the brain? The dream example used does not demonstrate the candidates understanding and appears to have muddled dream types and content. 







Sticky Note

Answer contains a list of some basically explained strengths and weaknesses. As an analysis question and one of the  longer answers of 10 marks it is expected that a conclusion will be drawn. This falls into the 3-5 band. 



Sticky Note

List of strengths and weaknesses that lack developed effective evaluation and a conclusion being drawn As such this falls into the basic evaluation 3-5 band.  



Sticky Note

This would benefit from development. So Seligman proposed that some phobias are as a result of ancient fears. As such these were needed for our survival and have been passed on through evolutionary processes. Therefore these are much less able to be removed by counter-conditioning than other specific phobias. This means  that  systematic desensitisation is a limited treatment for phobias as it cannot treat all types.



Sticky Note

To improve effectiveness: Therefore this means that...........












6. Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the psychodynamic approach. [10]
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Q.8 ‘Eye-witness misidentification is the greatest contributing factor to wrongful 


convictions proven by DNA.’ The Innocence Project.  
 With reference to psychological knowledge discuss whether we should rely on the 


testimony of eye-witnesses.  [20] 
 


This debate is linked to the cognitive approach. However, the materials used in the 
responses may be taken from any approach and perspective within psychology. Some 
reference could also be made to economic, social and political evidence (as long as it is 
explicitly linked to the psychological issue). 
 
Credit could be given for description of: 


 Studies on unreliability of eye-witness testimony e.g. Loftus and Palmer and Leading 
Questions  


 Studies on reliability of eye-witness testimony e.g..Yuille and Cutshall, Geisselman-
Cognitive Interview. 


 Theories indicating that memory is not an accurate representation e.g. Bartlett’s 
Reconstructive Memory and Schema Theory, Repression and False Memories. 


 Theories indicating that memory is accurate e.g. Flashbulb Memory. 


 Description of Individual differences- age, ethnicity, specific disorders (face blindness 
etc).  Any other appropriate material. 


 


Marks AO1 


10  Exemplars used are well chosen to support the points made. 


 Level of accuracy is thorough. 


 There is depth and range to material included. 


 Effective use of terminology throughout. 


7-9  Exemplars used are appropriate. 


 Level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 There is depth and range to material used, but not in equal measure. 


 Good use of terminology. 


4-6  Exemplars may not always be appropriate. 


 Level of accuracy is basic. 


 There is depth or range only in material used. 


 There is some use of appropriate terminology. 


1-3  Exemplars are limited and not always made relevant. 


 Level of accuracy is superficial. 


 Very little use of appropriate terminology. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 
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Credit could be given for discussion of:   


 Appropriateness of the application of laboratory based evidence to real life experience. 


 Ethical and moral implications of relying on eye witness testimony. 


 Influence of the evidence on political decisions (e.g. laws to limit the sole use of eye 
witness testimony). 


 Age of witnesses, childhood honesty and suggestibility of older and younger people. 


 Individual differences – cultural, autism, face recognition.  


 Improving reliability of memory in eye witnesses – Cognitive Interview, Jury Checklists. 


 Objective and subjective evaluation of the research (must be contextualised) to reach 
a conclusion. 


 Any other appropriate analysis. 
 


Marks AO3 


10 


 A thorough discussion is made of both sides of the debate. 


 Evaluative comments are evidently relevant to the context. 


 Depth and range of material 


 Structure is logical throughout. 


 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


7-9 


 A reasonable discussion is made of both sides of the debate. 


 Evaluative comments show some relevance to the context. 


 Depth and range of material, but not in equal measure. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


4-6 


 A basic discussion of both sides of the debate  
OR  
a reasonable discussion of only one side of the debate. 


 Evaluative comments are generic and not appropriately contextualised. 


 Structure is reasonable. 


 A basic conclusion is reached. 


1-3 


 A superficial discussion is made of the debate. 


 Evaluative comments are superficial. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 No conclusion. 


0 
 Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 
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Sticky Note

Introduction that sets out whey this might be a debate. 



Sticky Note

Point with evidence that explains why eye-witness testimony is reliable and good use of mini conclusions at the end of the paragraph. 



Sticky Note

Counter point used of descriptive material. No evaluative comments/conclusions included here. 



Sticky Note

Another valid point to add to the debate and again a mini conclusion drawn. 







Sticky Note

Counter point and evaluative material provided. Could be extended by adding that adults also have issues and are better with the same age range etc. 



Sticky Note

Briefly bringing the argument back together. Would like more information on the cognitive interview. Throw away statement about EWT being successfully used for centuries, but does evidence presented come to this conclusion? 
Overall AO1 description band 4-6 as evidence basic and limited in nature. 
AO3 again 4-6 band as a basic description of the debate. 
Some additional points and detail with the continued inclusion of the mini conclusions would have pushed thiis into the next marl boundary. 













Sticky Note

This paragraph outlines why this might be a debate and introduces a number of factors that could be included in the discussion. 



Sticky Note

Brief outline of Loftus and Palmer's study. This is enough the student should not just describe everything that Loftus and Palmer did as then it stops a full debate of different aspects relating to eye wotness testimony.



Sticky Note

The L & P evidence here is used well as this explains the implications of their research in relation to EWT.



Sticky Note

Weaker evidence here as we've jumped from leading questions to witness identification and the link has not been made explicit on how this fits within the debate. An introductory sentence on memory of what we see can be influenced by factors after the event such as being presented with people who look similar or fit stereotypes would have pulled this together. 



Sticky Note

Yes but there are counter arguments to this and no specific evidence presented. 







Sticky Note

This answer is limited with examples and evaluation of the debate. It has a long introduction and the conclusion is based on what is presented but these probably form at least 1/2 the answer.  
AO1 band 4-6 
AO2 band 4-6.



Sticky Note

Again superficial evidence presented as a counter argument that EWT can be reliable. 












Sticky Note

Brief introduction.



Sticky Note

Clear piece of evidence that is used to demonstrate one side of the argument. 



Sticky Note

Counter argument presented.



Sticky Note

This could be more clearly defined as above it says a broken headlight and why is this less significant than the colour of a purse. 



Sticky Note

Alternative viewpoint. 







Sticky Note

Why are they not able to be accessed easily?



Sticky Note

Some more detail could be added here. What neurotransmitters are involved. 



Sticky Note

This is true however some more specific details relating to the research would enhance the answer. 







Sticky Note

Good answer that covers a range of points. The AO1 marks fall into the 7-8 mark category and could be raised by a bit further detail. Whilst arguments/ counter arguments and conclusions (main and mini) make a reasonable discussion and thus obtain between 7-9 marks.












Sticky Note

Clear introduction to the debate.



Sticky Note

Point backed up with evidence.



Sticky Note

Drawn two pieces of evidence back together and linked back to what it means for the debate.







Sticky Note

Counter argument presented.



Sticky Note

Again conclusion drawn related to the debate and wider issues with evidence covered. 



Sticky Note

It would be good here to have a mini conclusion and say perhaps that this suggests that in real life EWT is accurate and suggests that the Loftus and Zanni findings may be valid.



Sticky Note

New area of the debate introduced.







Sticky Note

Mini conclusion here would be useful.



Sticky Note

Another section of the debate covered. 



Sticky Note

Overview of the social implications of the debate.



Sticky Note

Conclusion that pulls together the evidence and doesn't just repeat what has come before. 
This is top band for both AO1 and AO3. Comments indicate where the AO3 could be made slightly more effective however an answer does not have to be perfect to get into the top band or get full marks for an AO
















8. ‘Eye-witness misidentification is the greatest contributing factor to wrongful convictions proven
by DNA.’ The Innocence Project
(http://www.innocenceproject.org/causes-wrongful-conviction/eyewitness-misidentification)


With reference to psychological knowledge discuss whether we should rely on the testimony of 
eye-witnesses.	 [20]
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Q.2  (a) Identify two factors that Myers and Diener  (1995) explored as possible 
influences on happiness in their study ‘Who is happy?’ [2] 


 


Credit could be given for identification of: 


 Age 


 Gender 


 Race/Culture 


 Money 


 Traits can be included e.g. relationships 
 


Marks AO1 


2  2 factors identifed. 


1  1 factor identifed.  


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


 
 (b) Describe the conclusions drawn by Myers and Diener (1995) in their study 


‘Who is happy?’ [6] 
 


Credit could be given for description of: 


 Cannot determine how happy a person is based on their age, race, sex and income. 


 More informative to look at traits, supporting network, culture with positive outlook, 
engaged work/leisure and has a faith entailing social support , purpose and hope. 


 Research is positive as complements previous research that looked at depression, 
anxiety and physical and material well- being. 


 Practical applications in helping people re think priorities and understanding of what 
enhances human well-being. 


 Elements identified as part of theory of happiness- adaptation, cultural world view, 
values and goals. 
 


Marks AO1 


5 – 6 
 


 Description and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Effective use of appropriate terminology. 


 There is range and depth. 


4  Description and level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Good use of appropriate terminology. 


 There is range and depth, but not in equal measure. 


3  Description and level of accuracy is basic. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology. 


 Range or depth. 


1 – 2  Superficial or muddled description. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted.  


 
  








Sticky Note

Superficial description that focuses on one of the findings of Myers and Diener rather than the conclusions that were asked for. Superficial mention of Subjective Wellbeing that reached the 1-2 mark band.



Sticky Note

Two appropriate factors are named so enough for full marks.








Sticky Note

2 factors identified so full marks awarded.



Sticky Note

Material included does not attract credit as   theses are not the conclusions drawn.
















Sticky Note

Basic conclusions are outlined.












Sticky Note

Two appropriate factors are identified.



Sticky Note

Here the question was looking for Myers and Diener's conclusions and here there is only superficial reference to actual conclusions rather than findings. It would be beneficial to use the actual study or the summary produced by Eduqas.












2. (a)	 Identify two factors that Myers and Diener (1995) explored as possible influences on
happiness in their study ‘Who is happy?’. [2]


(b)	 Describe the conclusions drawn by Myers and Diener (1995) in their study ‘Who is 
happy?’.	 [6]
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Q.4 Explain why a psychologist following the biological approach would consider drug 


therapy OR psychosurgery as a suitable therapy. [5] 
 


Drug therapy  
Credit could be given for explanation of : 


 Physiological cause needing physiological 
treatment. 


 Based on medical model. 


 Issues with neurotransmitter levels. 


 Drug therapy acting as agonist or 
antagonists to readjust balance. 


 Examples of different drug treatments for 
different disorders. 


 Effectiveness of therapy. 


 Any other suitable explanation. 


Psychosurgery 
Credit could be given for explanation of: 


 Physiological cause needing 
physiological treatment. 


 Based on medical model. 


 Localisation of brain function. 


 Destroying or removing part of brain 
responsible for psychopathological 
behaviour.  


 Examples of different types of 
psychosurgery linked to specific brain 
functions. 


 Effectiveness of therapy. 


 Any other suitable explanation. 
 


Marks AO2 


5  
 


 Application of knowledge linked to the approach and therapy is 
relevant.  


 Explanation and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Effective use of appropriate terminology.  


3 – 4  Application of knowledge linked to the approach and therapy has 
some relevance.  


 Explanation and level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Good use of terminology. 


1 – 2 
 


 Application of knowledge linked to the approach and therapy is 
superficial or muddled. 


 Explanation is basic. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted.   


 
  








Sticky Note

Overall this is a superficial application of the students knowledge to why biological psychologists might consider psychosurgery to be an appropriate therapy. It therefore is in the 1-2 mark band. It does not directly answer the question asked. This could link to the assumptions of the approach and/or compare effectiveness in comparison to other types of treatment. 



Sticky Note

This is just description of psychosurgery and therefore does not attract the marks. 



Sticky Note

To make this effective it should be in comparison to another treatment in order to answer the question. As it stands it is just comparing to another form of psychosurgery which does not therefore answer the question as to why psychosurgery is choosen by biological psychologists. 



Sticky Note

Weak link to access application marks. This point could be more effective in saying that the biological psychologists believe that Schiozophrenia and depression have biological basis such as localisation of brain function and therefore physically removing that part of the brain is the appropriate choice to make. 







